Thymic uptake of radiopharmaceuticals.
The thymus, as the site of T-cell differentiation, plays a critical role in the development of the immune system. The gland increases in weight until puberty and then is slowly replaced by fat. Various radiopharmaceuticals can localize to the thymus before it involutes. This pictorial presentation reviews the appearance and proposed mechanisms of thymic uptake of Ga-67 citrate, F-18 fluorodeoxyglucose, radioiodine, and In-111 pentetreotide.